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Feb 23rd, 2020 
The Call of Abram 

Genesis 12 
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Lesson Introduction: Our lesson this week focuses on a 
major event in human history. Thus far, we have seen 
man continually rebelling against God from the 
beginning. This week, we will see God once again take 
the initiative with man (just as we have seen with Adam 
and Eve, as well as Noah), by calling Abram to follow 
Him, and promising to make from Abram a great nation 
that would be a blessing to “all the families of the 
earth.” This week, we will see that there are no heroes in 
the Bible except Christ, and we will learn that God calls 
us out of darkness and into His blessings by His grace 
alone. Finally, we will see how God has indeed blessed all 
the families of the earth through Abram.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS: 
 

• “None is righteous, no, not one”  
(V. 1, 10-17, Romans 3:10) 
 

• The blessings of God are given by His grace alone, 
for His glory alone (V. 1-9) 

 

• All nations are blessed though Christ (V. 3) 
 
Genesis 12 (ESV) 
 
1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country 
and your kindred and your father's house to the land 
that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot 
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions 
that they had gathered, and the people that they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of 
Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 

Abram passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 
Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared 
to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had 
appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill 
country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he 
built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of 
the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward 
the Negeb. 
 
10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went 
down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was 
severe in the land. 11 When he was about to enter 
Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a 
woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then 
they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you 
are my sister, that it may go well with me because of 
you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.” 14 
When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the 
woman was very beautiful. 15 And when the princes of 
Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the 
woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16 And for her 
sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, 
male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female 
donkeys, and camels. 
 
17 But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh and his house with 
great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 So 
Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have 
done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your 
wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I 
took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take 
her, and go.” 20 And Pharaoh gave men orders 
concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife 
and all that he had. 
 
Discussion Section 1: Not a Hero (V. 1, 10-17) 
 
-Why did God choose Abram? 
 
-What do we know about Abram’s family history?  
(Gen. 11:27-32, Joshua 24:2) 
 
-What do we learn about the moral character of Abram 
in this passage? (V. 10-17) 
 
Note: When we think about guys like Noah, Abram, 
Moses, and King David, we often consider them to be the 
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heroes of the Bible. In our eyes these are giants of the 
faith, and we strive to model our lives after them. To be 
sure, all these men did incredible things, and were used 
powerfully by God as they faithfully followed Him. The 
problem lies in the fact that as we teach about these 
men, we have a tendency to exalt them as heroes of the 
faith, while failing to recognize that they can only be 
considered as such by God’s grace alone. All these men 
had major character flaws and were worthy of God’s 
judgement just like us. As we consider the call of Abram, 
it is important for us to recognize who he was both 
before and after God called him.   
 
One might judge from the call we see God put on 
Abram’s life in verse 1, and the ensuing promises God 
makes Abram, that he must have done something to 
earn such favor from God. But the Scriptures tell us a 
different story. Joshua 24:2 tells us plainly that Abram 
and his family “served other gods” before God suddenly 
placed this call on Abram’s life. The man who God would 
bless the world through was an idol worshipper! He was 
not some upstanding man who earned the right to be 
blessed, but instead was a sinner like the rest of mankind 
(Romans 3:10, 23). We see in our passage today that 
even after God places this call on Abram’s life and 
promises His blessings, Abram lacks trust in God, and lies 
and schemes and selfishly puts his wife in harm’s way to 
preserve his own life! (V. 10-17)  
 
We see clearly then that Abram is not the hero of this 
story. As we continue our study of the Pentateuch may 
we remember that all men are flawed, sinful, unworthy 
beings. There is One hero in the Bible, and His name is 
Jesus. We will see in section three how through Him 
alone all nations are blessed. 
 
Discussion Section 2: The Blessings of God (V. 1-9) 
 
-Knowing Abram’s condition before God called Him, 
what was God’s blessing based upon? 
 
-What did God’s blessing on Abram result in? (V. 7-8) 
 
Note: As we consider the blessing of God toward Abram, 
it is clear from our last section that Abram did nothing to 
deserve it. Why then, did God choose to bless him? 
Deuteronomy 7:6-8 tells us that God did not choose to 
create the nation of Israel to be His holy people based on 
anything that they did, but rather, He loved them simply 
because He loved them. God chose Abram by His sheer 
grace, for His plans and purposes. 

We see that it is only after the Lord graciously reaches 
out to Abram that he begins to worship God and call on 
Him (V. 7-8). What we see in Abram’s life is true for us as 
well. Until the Spirit of God worked in us, we were just as 
lost as Abram the idol worshipper. We only followed our 
own desires, not looking to call on God and worship Him 
alone (Ephesians 2:1-3), but by the Spirit of God we can 
say, “Jesus is Lord” (1 Cor. 12:3). As we consider God’s 
free grace toward Abram, may we be reminded of how 
incredibly gracious He has been us! Our salvation is 
possible only by His grace. May His name be praised! 
(Ephesians 1:7) 
 
Discussion Section 3: All Nations Blessed (V. 2-3) 
 
-What was the purpose of God blessing Abram? (V. 2) 
 
-In what way would all the families of the earth be 
blessed though Abram? 
 
-What does this passage tell us about God’s love for 
mankind? 
 
-How might this passage help shape the way we think in 
terms of missions? 
 
Note: It is vital as we close out this passage to 
understand the incredible promise that God makes to 
Abram about how he will be a blessing to all the families 
of the earth. God first tells Abram, “I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing” 
and then makes clear that all peoples will be blessed by 
what God will do through Abram. On this side of the New 
Testament, we know that the ultimate way that God 
would bless the nations through Abram is by bringing 
forth Christ from his line. Here we see the true hero of 
this story, and the only Savior for all mankind. We see 
here that God not only loved Abram but loved all the 
families (or nations) of the world! God would use the 
calling of Abram to bring salvation to many!  
 
As we consider our own salvation, it is we must realize 
that, just a God blessed Abram so that he could be a 
blessing to others, so He has done with us. We know the 
One True King because God has graciously called us. The 
entire goal of our lives should be to make Him known to 
the nations, that they might be blessed just as we have 
been! 


